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Course Description 
 
What is Zionism? The question is trickier than it seems. On the surface, it is a movement 
advocating for the establishment of a national Jewish homeland as a sovereign state. Yet even 
now, seven decades after this movement achieved its goal, arguments continue about 
Zionism’s aims and essence. Rightly understood, these contemporary debates are rooted in 
arguments that occurred early in Israel’s history, between thinkers, writers, statesman, and 
rabbinic figures. This course aims to illustrate how Israel today can be best understood by an in-
depth study of the history of these debates, and of the original writings of those who partook in 
them. Over the semester, we will analyze various 



 
Week 2: The First Argument - The Proto-Zionists vs. the Rest of the World (Jan. 
25/Jan.27 ) 

1. Leo Pinsker, +,-)./0"#1$2"-$)#'
2. Selections from Moses Hess, 3)0%'"#*'4%(,5"&%0'
3. Selections from Theodor Herzl, 67%'4%8$57'9-"-%'

Week 3: The Second Argument - Israel vs. Uganda: What is the Jewish 
Homeland?  (Feb. 1/Feb.3) 

1. Isaiah Friedman, “:)&"';%</(%-='>$5("%&” (in Hebrew) 
2. Yossi Goldstein, “Usishkin ve’Parashat Uganda: Bein Idiologia le’Politika” (in Hebrew) 



 
2. Neil Rogachevsky, selections  

 
Week 10: The Eighth Argument: Ben Gurion versus Begin, or the Painful 
Question of Reparations from Germany (March 22) 

1. Amos Karmel, “Pragmatism Musari” (in Hebrew) 
2. Selections from Tom Segev, M"<B$&&$)#'M"<97;$<$ (in Hebrew) 
3. Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, selections 

 
Pesach Break (March 25 – April 5) 
 
Week 11: The Ninth Argument: The State of Israel versus Hannah Arendt on the 
Eichmann Trial (April 7) 

1. Selections from Hannah Arendt, /$170"##'$#'4%(,5"&%0'
2. Gershom Scholem, “Mikhtav le’Chanah Arendt” (in Hebrew) 
3. Norman Podhoretz, “Hannah Arendt on Eichmann”  

 
Weeks 12-13 : The Tenth Argument: Messianism, Judaism, and the future of 
Religious Zionism (April 12/April 14, April 19/April 21) 

1. Rabbi Tzvi Yehuda Kook, Selections 
2. Sarah Yael Hirschorn, “City on a Hilltop: American Jews and the Israeli Settler 

Movement” 
3. Gadi Taub, 67%'9%--&%(5'"#*'-7%'B%"#$#A')D'?$)#$50'
4. Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, N)&'!)*$'!)D%I'and M"0%57'!%("57)-'

 
Weeks 14-15: 


