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Jewish Thought and the World to Come: Syllabus

Semester: Fall 2020

Course Number: JPHI 1919 — PQT

Sessions Meet: Tuesday, 4.40pm—=6.20pm
Instructors: Rabbi Dov Lerner (dov.lerner@yu.edu)

Course Overview

The aim of this class is to explore the ways in which Jewish texts and thinkers have understood
the experience of the soul after death across the ages. We will begin with a range of approaches taken
to the afterlife in civilizations around the Ancient Near East, and then turn to Jewish thought as it
evolved over time starting with the Biblical text and ending in the modern world. We will cover debates
concerning truths about which the stakes could not be higher and survey some of the most compelling
and imaginative pieces of Jewish literature evet produced, correcting popular misconceptions and
shedding light on areas rarely discussed.

Required Texts
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Week 1: Introduction
Readings: N/A

September 1*: “Why we don’t talk about the World to Come?”

Week 2: The Ancient World—Egypt, Greece, and Mesopotamia
Readings: Alan E. Bernstein, The Formation of Hell (1-18); Plato, The Republic (Selections).
September 8™ Neutral and Moral

Fall 2020 2 The World to Come



