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Take home exam: At the end of the course, students will complete a take home exam that will
cover materials discussed in the assigned readings and in class.

Readings: The weekly readings will all be relevant to the weekly seminar topic and are all
available online. In addition, two books that would be useful to read are:

1. The Heart of Power: Health and Politics in the Oval Office
By David Blumenthal and James Morone

2. The Social Transformation of American Medicine: The rise of a sovereign profession and the
making of a vast industry
By Paul Starr

In class:

Policy Defense: At the beginning of each class, one student will defend a “policy misstep”
relevant to that day’s lecture. They should address why some may consider it a misstep and what
perspectives are missing that should be included for a fuller understanding of the situation.
Students should prepare a thorough response (around 5 minutes) and be prepared to answer
questions from both their peers and the instructor.

Mock FDA Approval: The class will act as the FDA, debating whether they should approve a
new drug to be on the market. Students will have to consider the clinical studies of the drug as
well as take into consideration the potential harms that this drug may have. Students must come to
a consensus by the end of class.

In Class Debate: Students will be placed into groups and given a side of a current bioethical issue
that they must defend and refute claims from the other side. They must also be prepared to answer
questions from their peers and the instructor.

Mock Emergency Response Plan: Students will be placed into groups and given a fact sheet with
information regarding a bioterrorism scenario. Students will then develop an emergency response
plan, coordinating between different agencies and resources. They will present their plan at the
end of class.

Attendance/Participation: Students will be expected to come to class on time, and to have read
the assignments and be ready to discuss. Students need to hand in two written discussion
questions based on the reading at the beginning of each class.

Grading
Course Assignment % of Grade
In Class Activities 15%
Infographic 15%
Opinion article 15%
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/02/02/fact-sheet-president-biden-reignites-cancer-moonshot-to-end-cancer-as-we-know-it/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/02/02/fact-sheet-president-biden-reignites-cancer-moonshot-to-end-cancer-as-we-know-it/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/covidplan/
https://www.kff.org/private-insurance/poll-finding/kff-survey-of-consumer-experiences-with-health-insurance/
https://www.kff.org/private-insurance/poll-finding/kff-survey-of-consumer-experiences-with-health-insurance/

U History and current state of the ACA
U Policy Defense: Defend the 5™ Circuit Court’s decision to both uphold the Preventive
Care Mandate while agreeing to not penalize the plaintiffs for their refusal to cover

History of Healthcare and the White house
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/health-care-in-america
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-record/health-care

Public Opinion of the Affordable Care Act
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/poll-finding/5-charts-about-public-opinion-on-the-affordable-
care-act-and-the-supreme-court/

Affordable Care Act: 12 Years Later
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/03/18/fact-sheet-celebrating-affordable-care-act.html
Current: ACA Preventive Care Mandate
https://www.axios.com/2023/06/13/appeals-court-aca-preventive-care-



https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/health-care-in-america
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-record/health-care
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/poll-finding/5-charts-about-public-opinion-on-the-affordable-care-act-and-the-supreme-court/
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/poll-finding/5-charts-about-public-opinion-on-the-affordable-care-act-and-the-supreme-court/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/03/18/fact-sheet-celebrating-affordable-care-act.html
https://www.axios.com/2023/06/13/appeals-court-aca-preventive-care-access
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7451131/
https://www.defense.gov/Spotlights/Coronavirus-DOD-Response/Timeline/
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-vaccine-tracker-global-distribution/
https://www.politico.com/interactives/2021/covid-by-the-numbers-how-each-state-fared-on-our-pandemic-scorecard/
https://www.politico.com/interactives/2021/covid-by-the-numbers-how-each-state-fared-on-our-pandemic-scorecard/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/26/us/politics/medicaid-coverage-pandemic-loss.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/15/upshot/covid-tests-experiment-over.html
https://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/strategy/default.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/museum/timeline/index.html



http://www.cdcfoundation.org/content/what-public-health
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK22148/
http://www.politico.com/story/2013/06/what-world-war-z-can-teach-us-about-pandemics-93497.html
http://www.politico.com/story/2013/06/what-world-war-z-can-teach-us-about-pandemics-93497.html
https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/news/kind-outbreak-our-scientists-knew-would-happen
https://www.cnn.com/2022/10/05/health/cnn-kff-mental-health-poll-wellness/index.html
http://www.people-press.org/2011/03/08/most-see-role-for-government-in-reducing-childhood-obesity/
http://www.people-press.org/2011/03/08/most-see-role-for-government-in-reducing-childhood-obesity/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/20/well/family/childhood-obesity-guidelines.html
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/changes-science-law-and-regulatory-authorities/fdas-origin
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/changes-science-law-and-regulatory-authorities/part-i-1906-food-and-drugs-act-and-its-enforcement
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/changes-science-law-and-regulatory-authorities/part-i-1906-food-and-drugs-act-and-its-enforcement
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/changes-science-law-and-regulatory-authorities/part-ii-1938-food-drug-cosmetic-act
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/changes-science-law-and-regulatory-authorities/part-ii-1938-food-drug-cosmetic-act
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/changes-science-law-and-regulatory-authorities/part-iii-drugs-and-foods-under-1938-act-and-its-amendments
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/changes-science-law-and-regulatory-authorities/part-iii-drugs-and-foods-under-1938-act-and-its-amendments
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/changes-science-law-and-regulatory-authorities/part-iv-regulating-cosmetics-devices-and-veterinary-medicine-after-1938
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/changes-science-law-and-regulatory-authorities/part-iv-regulating-cosmetics-devices-and-veterinary-medicine-after-1938

https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/changes-science-law-and-requlatory-authorities/part-v-consumer-
protection-late-20th-century

The growth of the FDA — A different perspective

http://www.independent.org/pdf/policy reports/2010-02-10-fda.pdf

Section 5: How We Pay for Health Care
October 1


https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/changes-science-law-and-regulatory-authorities/part-v-consumer-protection-late-20th-century
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/changes-science-law-and-regulatory-authorities/part-v-consumer-protection-late-20th-century
http://www.independent.org/pdf/policy_reports/2010-02-10-fda.pdf
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/international-health-policy-center/countries/united-states
http://ccf.georgetown.edu/ccf-resources/medicaid-and-state-budgets-looking-at-the-facts/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/status-of-state-medicaid-expansion-decisions-interactive-map/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/status-of-state-medicaid-expansion-decisions-interactive-map/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/drug-prices-reach-new-highin-the-millions-11671990099?page=2
https://www.kff.org/health-costs/issue-brief/americans-challenges-with-health-care-costs/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/10/19/1125446666/debt-mental-health-care-u-s-families
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/10/19/1125446666/debt-mental-health-care-u-s-families
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/chart-collection/health-spending-u-s-compare-countries/?_sft_category=spending#item-since-1980-gap-widened-u-s-health-spending-countries
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/chart-collection/health-spending-u-s-compare-countries/?_sft_category=spending#item-since-1980-gap-widened-u-s-health-spending-countries
https://www.pgpf.org/blog/2023/01/why-are-americans-paying-more-for-healthcare
https://www.ama-assn.org/about/research/trends-health-care-spending
https://www.pgpf.org/blog/2022/10/how-can-we-reduce-the-cost-of-an-increasingly-expensive-healthcare-system
https://www.pgpf.org/blog/2022/10/how-can-we-reduce-the-cost-of-an-increasingly-expensive-healthcare-system

Section 7: Importance of Healthcare Innovation and the
Government’s Role
November 1%, 2023

Overview of healthcare innovation: the process, its impact, and the players involved
Review of the history of governmental involvement in healthcare innovation

How does government promote or stifle innovation?

What is the future of healthcare innovation?

Mock FDA approval

Guest Speaker: Bob Goldberg, PhD. Center for Medicine in the Public Interest
Policy Defense: Defend why the U.S. should continue to support medical innovations
despite the costs.

The End of Medical Miracles?
http://www.commentarymagazine.com/article/the-end-of-medical-miracles/

Can the U.S. Repair Its Health Care While Keeping Its Innovation Edge?
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/09/upshot/can-the-us-repair-its-health-care-while-keeping-its-
innovation-edge.html

John Lechleiter, The Biomedical Century
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203611404577042813309766648.html
Biosimilars and BPCIA

https://phrma.org/-

cccococcocc



http://www.commentarymagazine.com/article/the-end-of-medical-miracles/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/09/upshot/can-the-us-repair-its-health-care-while-keeping-its-innovation-edge.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/09/upshot/can-the-us-repair-its-health-care-while-keeping-its-innovation-edge.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203611404577042813309766648.html
https://phrma.org/-/media/Project/PhRMA/PhRMA-Org/PhRMA-Refresh/Report-PDFs/A-C/Biosimilar-Market-Overview-Report-June-2023.pdf
https://phrma.org/-/media/Project/PhRMA/PhRMA-Org/PhRMA-Refresh/Report-PDFs/A-C/Biosimilar-Market-Overview-Report-June-2023.pdf
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203646004577215403399350874.html
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R40846.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/09/09/AR2009090901771.html

https://www.brookings.edu/essay/procompetitive-health-care-reform-options-for-a-divided-
congress/

How abortion access has shifted in 11 months since Roe v. Wade was overturned
https://abcnews.go.com/US/map-abortion-access-shifted-11-months-roe-
wade/story?id=99566023

FACT SHEET: Biden-Harris Administration Makes Progress in the Whole-of-Government
Response to Long COVID
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/04/05/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-makes-
progress-whole-government-response-long-covid.html

Section 9: Ethical Issues
November 15t 2023

U The impact policies have on ethical issues
U Discussion of key current ethical issues in health policy
U Policy Defense:


https://abcnews.go.com/US/map-abortion-access-shifted-11-months-roe-wade/story?id=99566023
https://abcnews.go.com/US/map-abortion-access-shifted-11-months-roe-wade/story?id=99566023
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/04/05/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-makes-progress-whole-government-response-long-covid.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/04/05/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-makes-progress-whole-government-response-long-covid.html
http://www.thenewatlantis.com/publications/bioethics-and-the-constitution-the-public-interest
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/biden-administration-removes-trump-era-restrictions-on-fetal-tissue-research/2021/04/16/71719006-9ed2-11eb-8005-bffc3a39f6d3_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/biden-administration-removes-trump-era-restrictions-on-fetal-tissue-research/2021/04/16/71719006-9ed2-11eb-8005-bffc3a39f6d3_story.html
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/hast.1416

AIDS and the President —


http://www.commentarymagazine.com/article/aids-and-the-president-an-inside-account/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/08/us/politics/covid-pills-global-aids-hiv.html
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/269857
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/27/opinion/27iht-edchow27.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7723006/
https://www.griffinbenefits.com/blog/history-of-healthcare
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/chatterbox/2007/03/a_short_history_of_health_care.single.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/chatterbox/2007/03/a_short_history_of_health_care.single.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/covid-cases.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html

Tobacco harm reduction

https://tobaccotactics.org/article/harm-reduction/

Tobacco harm reduction in the 21st century
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/DAT-02-2020-0007/full/html

Regulating VVaping — Policies, Possibilities, and Perils
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1917065
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https://tobaccotactics.org/article/harm-reduction/
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/DAT-02-2020-0007/full/html
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1917065
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1011/66037.html
http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/stockpile/stockpile.htm
https://www.wsj.com/articles/monkeypox-antiviral-originated-as-post-9-11-bioterrorism-defense-11661400471
https://www.wsj.com/articles/monkeypox-antiviral-originated-as-post-9-11-bioterrorism-defense-11661400471
https://www.euronews.com/next/2023/02/14/bill-gates-says-the-next-big-threat-facing-humanity-is-bioterrorism-interpol-agrees
https://www.euronews.com/next/2023/02/14/bill-gates-says-the-next-big-threat-facing-humanity-is-bioterrorism-interpol-agrees
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/10/18/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-releases-strategy-to-strengthen-health-security-and-prepare-for-biothreats/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/10/18/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-releases-strategy-to-strengthen-health-security-and-prepare-for-biothreats/

