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class discussions, and students will write a term paper pertaining to a central text, or question, 

related to Jewish metaphysics. The grades will be calculated based on the following: one-third 

class participation and reading response; one-third final; and one-third term paper.   

 

Section I: Divine Attributes, Divine Love, and Chosenness 

 

 Moses, in Deuteronomy, explains the reason for the election of Israel: ñbecause He loved 

thy fathers, therefore He chose their children after them.ò  What does it mean for God to love, 

and how does a good God bestow preferential love?  What do biblical and philosophical texts 

about Godôs love teach us about our understanding of Godôs attributes? In what way is human 

love different from divine love, and in what way is it similar?   

 

 

Hebrew Bible, Selections 

Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, 1:58 and 1:59.   

Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, First Part, Question 13 

Judah Halevi, Kuzari, selections 

Michael Wyschogrod, The Body of Faith, selections 

Meir Soloveichik, God’s Beloved: Election and Tradition in the Theology of Michael 

Wyschogrod, selections 

Edward Collins Vacek, Love, Human and Divine 

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, Halakhic Man, Selections 

 

 

Section 2:  Omnipresence, Indwelling, and Exile 

 

God is described as omnipresent, yet the Bible also describes His glory fillF3 1[(glory)] TJ
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