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Learning Goals 
 

Students who successfully complete the course will have gained the following skills, knowledge, 

and experiences: 

▪ Broad familiarity with major themes, events, and texts that shaped European history and 
the story of Western Civilization, from antiquity to early modernity. 

▪ Thinking historically, reading sources critically, and evaluating competing viewpoints. 
▪ Comparing canonical Western texts to parallel Jewish sources 
▪ Crafting a clear essay that incorporates primary sources into an argument-driven analytical 
composition. 

 

Course Requirements & Grading 

 
▪ Attendance and Participation: 25% 

o Please read and reflect on the assigned materials prior to each class. Come on time 
to each class in person and, drawing on your
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credited to another are the studentôs own. Evidence to the contrary will result in appropriate 

penalties as outlined here: https://www.yu.edu/academic-integrity. 

 

Artificial Intelligence: This course follows Yeshiva Universityôs Academic Integrity Policy on 

artificial intelligence. The use of generative artificial intelligence or any platform with generative 

artificial intelligence capabilities is prohibited in this course. The use of assistive artificial 

intelligence is also prohibited in this course. Please see https://www.yu.edu/academic-

integrity for further information. 

 

Special Accommodations: 
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III – Early Modern Europe 
 

11/20, 11/25 – Politics and Power 

▪ Niccolo Machiavelli, The Prince (1532) [selections] 

▪ Abarbanel on Deuteronomy 17:14 and I Samuel 8 
 

11/27, 12/2 – Religious Reform 

▪ Martin Luther, On the Jews and Their Lies (1543) [selections] 

▪ William Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice (1598), 1.3, 3.1, 3.3, 4.1 

▪ William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation (1630-1651), bk. I, ch. 1 

 

12/4, 12/9 – Atlantic Exploration 

▪ Michel de Montaigne, ñOf Cannibalsò (1580); Bradford, Plymouth Plantation, chs. 4, 9; 

Menasseh ben Israel, The Hope of Israel (1650), ñThe Relation of Antonio Montezinosò 

▪ Field trip - Stern section only: Map Division, New York Public Library (476 5th Ave) 

 

12/11, 12/16 – A Continent in Crisis 

▪ Anne Bradstreet, ñA Dialogue between Old England and Newò (1642) 
▪ John Milton, Tenure of Kings and Magistrates (1649); Devarim Rabbah 5:8-11 

 

12/18 - Conclusion: Hebraism, Hellenism, and Western Civilization 


