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Course Description 
 
This course considers how popular/popularized stories from the Hebrew Bible and their 
interpretative traditions influenced the biblical dramas that emerged from the 12th-century 
and onward. Due to the concise and compact nature of scripture, playwrights who craft dramas 
for the public based on biblical narratives must make certain interpretive decisions about how 
to develop the plot, characters, and dialogue; in doing, they function as both creative writers 
and commentators, often drawing from their own imaginative powers, personal knowledge of 
scripture, exegetical traditions, and homiletic. For instance, we can find pathways from Rashi, 
Ramban, and Ibn Ezra’s approaches to Bereishis in medieval dramas like Jeu d’Adam up 
through Andrew Lloyd Weber’s Joseph and the Technicolor Dream Coat. Abarbanel’s readings of 
Yonah and the David and Batsheva episode also shaped dramatized adaptations of these 
biblical stories designed for Renaissance audiences as a form of public (“secular”) 
entertainment. Such texts invite us to 

https://calendly.com/shainatrapedo/office-hours-beren?month=2023-01&date=2023-01-30




keeping up with the reading and writing but to make sure that you are doing well. And when 
you're not, to help you find the support you need. Patience— with oneself and with others— is 
critical for a successful learning experience. 
 
Academic Integrity  
All students are expected to uphold the highest levels of academic integrity according to the 
policy of our university, summarized in the YU academic integrity statement available on the 
YU website. Academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will not be tolerated at Yeshiva 
University. Cheating, forgery (including ChatGPT/AI), dishonest conduct, and plagiarism erode 
YU’s educational, research, and social roles. They devalue the learning experience and its 
legitimacy not only for the perpetrators but for the entire community. All students are expected 
to familiarize themselves with YU’s Academic Integrity Statement and abide by it. Since 
plagiarism is a serious transgression of ethics, any instances of plagiarism will be pursued 
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